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Headteacher & Associate Headteacher
Messages

Dear Parents/Carers

Thursday 21st December - Friday 5th January - Christmas Holiday
Monday 8th January - Return to School
Monday 15th January - KS4 Options Evening
Monday 29th January - Year 9 & 10 - Progress Evening
Monday 12th February - Friday 16th February - Half Term Holiday

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S

A s  t h e  e n d  o f  t e r m  d r a w s  n e a r ,  w e  w a n t e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e f l e c t
o n  w h a t  a  f a n t a s t i c  t e r m  i t  h a s  b e e n  f o r  t h e  A c a d e m y .  S t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f  h a v e
h a d  m a n y  b r i l l i a n t  t r i p s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n c l u d i n g  c u l t u r a l  c a p i t a l  t r i p s  t o
L o n d o n ,  l i t e r a t u r e  l e c t u r e s  i n  B i r m i n g h a m ,  a n d  v a r i o u s  s p o r t i n g  f i x t u r e s  a c r o s s
t h e  r e g i o n .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w e  c o m m e m o r a t e d  H a m z a  A l r i m i  -  a  y e a r  o n  f r o m  h i s
p a s s i n g  -  w i t h  a  f o o t b a l l  m a t c h ,  a w a r d i n g  t h e  A l r i m i  c u p .

W e  h a v e  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s  t h r o u g h  o u r
s t u d e n t  G E M  a w a r d s .  W e  h a v e  r e c o g n i s e d  w i n n e r s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  c a r d
c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  m a k e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  s t u d e n t
c o u n c i l  m e e t i n g s .  W e  h a v e  c e l e b r a t e d  s t a f f  a c h i e v e m e n t s  t h r o u g h  o u r  s t a f f
G E M  a w a r d s  a n d  l e t t e r s  o f  c o m m e n d a t i o n  f r o m  o u r  G o v e r n i n g  B o a r d .  A s
a l w a y s ,  w e  a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  p r o u d  o f  w h a t  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  S i d n e y  S t r i n g e r
f a m i l y  a c h i e v e .

L o o k i n g  b a c k  o n  2 0 2 3 ,  t h e r e  i s  m u c h  t o  c e l e b r a t e  a s  t h e  y e a r  d r a w s  t o  a
c l o s e .  I n  F e b r u a r y ,  w e  w e r e  v i s i t e d  b y  O f s t e d  a n d  g r a d e d  O u t s t a n d i n g  3
a r e a s :  p e r s o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  s i x t h  f o r m
p r o v i s i o n .  A s  M a r c h  c a m e  a r o u n d ,  w e  w e r e  t o l d  b y  t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  w e  w e r e
t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  w i t h  m o r e  s t u d e n t s  a p p l y i n g  f o r  p l a c e s  a t
S i d n e y  S t r i n g e r  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  s e c o n d a r y .  C o m e  S e p t e m b e r ,  w e  m a d e  t h e
n e w s  a g a i n  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  a l l  y e a r  7 s  w i t h  a  c h r o m e b o o k  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e i r
s t u d y .  W e  a l s o  f o u n d  o u t  i n  S e p t e m b e r  w e  w e r e  o n e  o f  o n l y  f i f t e e n  s c h o o l s  i n
t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  b e  i n s t a t e d  a s  a  l a n g u a g e s  h u b .  

S a d l y ,  w e  a r e  s a y i n g  g o o d  b y e  t o  a  h a n d f u l  o f  s t a f f  w h o  a r e  s t a r t i n g  n e w  a n d
e x c i t i n g  r o l e s  i n  J a n u a r y .  F r o m  u s ,  t h e  s t a f f ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e  w i s h  t h e m
t h e  v e r y  b e s t  a n d  w e  h o p e  t h e y  w i l l  a l l  s t a y  i n  t o u c h ,  k e e p i n g  u s  u p d a t e d  w i t h
t h e i r  n e x t  a d v e n t u r e s .  

F i n a l l y ,  f r o m  a l l  t h e  s t a f f  a t  S i d n e y  S t r i n g e r ,  w e ' d  l i k e  t o  w i s h  a l l  o u r  f a m i l i e s ,
s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a  m e r r y  C h r i s t m a s .  W h e t h e r  y o u  c e l e b r a t e  t h e
o c c a s i o n  o r  n o t ,  w e  r e a l l y  d o  h o p e  y o u  h a v e  a  r e s t f u l  t w o  w e e k s  a n d  w e  a r e
l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  c o n t i n u i n g  o u r  w o r k  w i t h  y o u  i n  J a n u a r y .



This half term we say goodbye and good luck to
the staff who are leaving us. 

Ms Soni - Assistant Principal for Year 9 and
Teacher of Science
Mrs Samra - Head of RE
Mrs Djaba - Teacher of Science
Mrs Mardania - Cleaner
Mrs Gunn - Teacher of Science
Mr Alsop - Site Services Officer
Miss Kandola-Edwards - Teacher of Computing

Thank you everyone for your help and hard work.

G O O D B Y E  A N D
G O O D L U C K

Congratulations to Miss Bennett who welcomed a baby boy called Jude
this half term

W E L C O M E  T O  O U R  N E W  S T A R T E R S !
T h i s  t e r m  w e  w e l c o m e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n e w  s t a f f :

M i s s  I q b a l  -  R e s o u r c e s  A s s i s t a n t
M i s s  C l y n e  -  Y e a r  A s s i s t a n t
M r s  S t r i n g e r  -  M a t h s  F a c u l t y  C l e r k
M r s  D e v i  -  C o v e r  S u p e r v i s o r
M r  F o x  -  I T  A p p r e n t i c e



F O C U S  O N  K I N D N E S S

D u r i n g  A n t i - b u l l y i n g  w e e k  t h e
L e a r n i n g  M e n t o r  t e a m  c r e a t e d  a
k i n d n e s s  t r e e  a n d  a s k e d  s t u d e n t s
a r o u n d  s c h o o l  t o  w r i t e  s o m e
p o s i t i v e  m e s s a g e s / a d v i c e  f o r
s t u d e n t s  w h o  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d
b u l l i e d .

T h e r e  w a s  a  h u g e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s
a n d  w e  r e c e i v e d  o v e r  3 0 0
p o s i t i v e  m e s s a g e s .

T h e  k i n d n e s s  t r e e  w i l l  b e
r e c r e a t e d  o n  t h e  e n r i c h m e n t
b o a r d  n e a r  t h e  t h e a t r e .



S I D N E Y  S T R I N G E R  A C A D E M Y
S A W  A  R E D U C T I O N  I N  E N E R G Y
C O N S U M P T I O N

Anyone willing to help or ideas to implement at our
school, please email:
mmertens.staff@sidneystringeracademy.org.uk

W i n t e r  W o n d e r l a n d  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y

T h e  E c o  C l u b  h a v e  b e e n  d e s i g n i n g  a n d  m a k i n g
d e c o r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  l i b r a r y  u s i n g  r e c y c l e d
m a t e r i a l s .   

C H R I S T M A S  D E C O R A T I O N S
U S I N G  R E C Y C L E D  M A T E R I A L

CLUB
A U T U M N  T E R M  

S i d n e y  S t r i n g e r  A c a d e m y  p a r t i c i p a t e d
i n  ‘ S w i t c h  o f f  F o r t n i g h t ’  w h i c h  w a s
a b o u t  r e d u c i n g  t h e  e n e r g y  w e  c o n s u m e .
W e e k l y  g a s  a n d  e l e c t r i c i t y  r e a d i n g s
w e r e  t a k e n  f o r  o u r  s c h o o l  a n d  i n p u t  o n
t h e  P o d  w e b s i t e .  T h e  r e p o r t  s h o w s  t h a t
w e  c o u l d  i m p r o v e  o n  o u r  e l e c t r i c i t y
u s a g e !  H o w e v e r ,  o u r  s c h o o l  d o e s  h a v e
o t h e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  m a k i n g  u s e  o f  o u r
f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g s  a n d
w e e k e n d s ,  s o  t h i s  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e
h i g h e r  u s a g e .  

N o v e m b e r  w a s  ‘ C u t  y o u r
C a r b o n ’  m o n t h .  

S t u d e n t s  w e r e  g i v e n  a  s e t
o f  9  c h a l l e n g e s  t o
c o m p l e t e  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h
t o  c u t  t h e i r  c a r b o n
f o o t p r i n t .

T h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  c o u l d
h e l p  o u r  s c h o o l  w i n  s o m e
e c o  g o o d i e s !

mailto:mmertens.staff@sidneystringeracademy.org.uk


CHRISTMAS CARD
COMPETITION

ENTRIES 
2023

A D N A  K A B L I C  1 6 . 5 N I M R A  A Z U R  1 6 . 5

A I R I Z  A Z H A N  1 6 . 1 0

S E E  B A C K  C O V E R  F O R
T H E  W I N N I N G  D E S I G N   
B Y  H A Z E R A  A L A M  1 6 . 5



N A F E E S A  H A M I D  1 6 . 5

I K R A M  N U R  1 6 . 4

A K R A M E  S A L E H  1 6 . 9



H E R B E R T  A R T
G A L L E R Y  -  
S O C I O L O G Y  T R I P
A l l  o f  o u r  G C S E  a n d  A - l e v e l
S o c i o l o g y  s t u d e n t s  v i s i t e d  t h e
H e r b e r t  A r t  G a l l e r y  t h i s  t e r m .  W e
l o o k e d  a r o u n d  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f
C o v e n t r y  e x h i b i t i o n  a n d  c o n s i d e r e d
h o w  c h a n g e s  t o  o u r  c i t y  o v e r  t i m e
c a n  b e  e v i d e n c e  o f  m a n y
s o c i o l o g i c a l  c o n c e p t s .

S t u d e n t s  l o o k e d  a t  h o w  t h e  o p e n i n g
o f  C o v e n t r y  F r e e  L i b r a r y  i n  1 6 0 1 ,  a n d
t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  N H S  i n  1 9 4 8 ,
c h a n g e d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  w o r k i n g - c l a s s
p e o p l e .  T h e y  a l s o  e x a m i n e d  h o w
a d v a n c e s  i n  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  p o l i t i c s
c h a n g e d  l i f e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  c i t y
a n d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  f a m i l i e s ,
f r o m  t h e  m e d i e v a l  p e r i o d  t o  m o d e r n
d a y .  
S t u d e n t s  l i s t e n e d  t o  r e a l  s t o r i e s  o f
w o m e n  f r o m  C o v e n t r y  a n d  t h e i r
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  m a r r i a g e  a n d  t h e
s o c i a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  w o m e n  d u r i n g
t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s ,  t h e y  r e a d  a b o u t  h o w
i m m i g r a t i o n  h a s  s h a p e d  o u r  c i t y  a n d
t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  h o w  d i s h w a s h e r s
a n d  T V ' s  c h a n g e d  f a m i l y  l i f e  f o r
g o o d ,  a n d  t h e y  f o u n d  e v i d e n c e  f o r
t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  c h i l d h o o d
o v e r t i m e .  



Sidney Stringer Academy

Mr Tucker said: The outstanding performances and
sportsmanship of the students during the evening showcase
not only their dedication but also the significant
improvements they've made. The students should be
extremely proud of themselves. Pease take a moment to
congratulate them on their excellent evening played in the
best of spirits. Their growth and success in the chess arena
are truly commendable! .”

This term, we marked the inaugural chess
tournament, and both sides, Ernesford Grange and
Stringer, showcased commendable performances.
The competition was intense with a blistering
turnaround of 6 new matches every ten minutes,
resulting in a mere 4-point difference between the
teams going into the last round. Here’s for an
excellent evening played in the best spirits! 

If you wish to get involved in the Chess Team entering the Chess League, get in touch
with Mr Tucker!

FOCUS ON ENRICHMENT
C H E S S  L E A G U E  V S  E G

B A S K E T B A L L  M A T C H E S
The Sidney Stringer Academy Basketball team has
had an exceptional term, securing victories against
Barr's Hill and showcasing impressive player
development. Over the past couple of months, the
boys have not only demonstrated strategic
prowess on the court but real talent emerged
within the squad, from precision shooting to agile
defense. The Sidney Stringer Academy Basketball
team's journey is one of triumph and promise,
setting the stage for a bright future ahead. 



Year 7

YEAR 7

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  M R S  C A M P B E L L  A N D
M R S  C O U R T

W e l l  D o ne  t o  ou r  Y e a r  7  Dod g eba l l  t e a m
w h o  m a d e  i t  t h r o u gh  t o  t h e  f i na l
r e p re sen t i ng  C o ve n t r y  E a s t .   T he  e ven t
w a s  he ld  a t  No r t h  S o l i h u l l  Sp o r t s  Cen t re
on  t he  4 th  o f  Dece mb e r .

U n fo r t un a te l y  w e  d i d  n o t  f i n i s h  i n  t he
to p  3  b u t  a l l  s t ude n t s  s how e d  g rea t :
Re s p e c t ,  Hon e s t y  a nd  Tea mw o r k
t h ro ugh o u t  t h e  co m p e t i t i o n .  

A n t on ia  A lb u ,  O m a r  A l r i m i ,  L e nny     
S he r i dan ,  P r i nce s s - So p h ia  G r ee n ,  
S a f f r o n  C h e es m a n ,  D a r i n  O s m a n ,  
Yo n i s  M oh a me d ,  Z a a r a  V o h r a ,  A l i  Sa ba h ,
M a ya  R e f l i n g ,  E l i z a  M i a h ,  
E sh a an  I b r a r ,  E ka m  D h a l iw a l  a nd
A z a a n  Sh a zad

S E C O N D A R Y  S C H O O L S
C H A M P I O N S H I P S

S t u d e n t s  h a v e  m a d e  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  Y e a r  6  a t  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  t o  Y e a r  7  a t
o u r  a c a d e m y  a n d  h a v e  c o p e d  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  c h a n g e s .  O v e r  t h e  h o l i d a y s ,  o u r
s t u d e n t s  w i l l  w a n t  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e i r  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  s k i l l s
t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d e v e l o p  w i t h  o u r  e n r i c h m e n t  p r o g r a m m e .

A s  w e  p r o g r e s s  i n t o  t h e  n e x t  t e r m ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  a l s o  s t a r t  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t
w h a t  s u b j e c t s  t h e y  m i g h t  w a n t  t o  s t u d y  w h e n  t h e y  c h o o s e  t h e i r  o p t i o n s  a n d
w h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  w a n t  t o  d o  i n  t h e i r  f u t u r e  c a r e e r s .   T o  h e l p  t h e m  t o  d o  t h i s ,
s t u d e n t s  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  U n i f r o g ,  w h i c h  i s  a  f a n t a s t i c  t o o l  t o  h e l p  t h e m  t o
r e s e a r c h  d i f f e r e n t  j o b s .   

W e  a r e  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  s t u d e n t s  a n d  w i s h  y o u  a l l  a  h e a l t h y  a n d
h a p p y  h o l i d a y !

- A S  W E  A P P R O A C H  T H E  H O L I D A Y  S E A S O N ,
W E  W A N T E D  T O  C O N G R A T U L A T E  A L L  O F  O U R

Y E A R  7  S T U D E N T S  O N  T H E I R  H A R D  W O R K
A N D  E F F O R T .



Available on Parent Pay soon to those
students with fewer than 60 behaviour

points

Y E A R  7  T R I P  T O  D O L - Y - M O C H
T h e  t r i p  i n v o l v e s  p r a c t i c a l  t e a c h i n g
a n d  l e a r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e
n o t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  C o v e n t r y  p l u s  e x t r a

c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g
c a n o e i n g  a n d  m o u n t a i n  w a l k i n g .  

M A R C H  2 0 2 4

YEAR 7

Year 7

O U R  Y E A R  7  C H R I S T M A S  C A R D  E N T R I E S



Year 8

YEAR 8
A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  M S  G R E E N  &  M R  F O R D E

- C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  Y E A R  8  F O R
A N O T H E R  F A N T A S T I C  H A L F  T E R M .  

Students from Year 8 were selected to participate in the
West Midlands Youth Council, the purpose of which get
views and ideas from young people on varying subjects
within policing and how the police can do better in their
roles.

Students attended 5 sessions over the course of a few
months.

PC Parry led the sessions and encouraged our students to
ask questions and voice their opinions.

During the last session we had input from PC Kinsella who
took part in a role-play scenario using a student to show
what would happen in a “real life” stop and search.

The students then had the opportunity to try on Police
uniforms, which they had lots of fun with!

W E S T  M I D L A N D S  Y O U T H  C O U N C I L

A s  h a s  b e e n  t h e  c a s e  a l l  y e a r ,  y o u  l e a d  t h e  w a y  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  t o  s c h o o l ,
p o s i t i v e  c l a s s  c h a r t s  p o i n t s ,  a n d  y o u r  o v e r a l l  a t t i t u d e  t o  l e a r n i n g .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  y o u r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  s u c c e e d  a n d  t o  s h o w  y o u r  v e r y  b e s t
h a s  b e e n  e x e m p l i f i e d  d u r i n g  y o u r  p e r f o r m a n c e s  i n  t h e  e n d  o f  y e a r
a s s e s s m e n t s  i n  m a n y  o f  y o u r  s u b j e c t s .

A s  w e  r e a c h  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t e r m  a n d  f o c u s  o n  t h e  n e x t  t e r m ,  w e
n o w  f o c u s  o n  t h e  f u t u r e  a n d  l o o k  a h e a d  t o  c r u c i a l  o p t i o n  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t
w i l l  b e  m a d e  i n  o r d e r  t o  f u r t h e r  e n h a n c e  y o u r  p r o g r e s s ,  a n d  t o  s e t  t h e
f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  y o u r  l e a r n i n g  o v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  n e x t  3  y e a r s  a n d
b e y o n d .  

A s  a l w a y s ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  b e  y o u r  Y e a r  L e a d  a n d  A s s i s t a n t
P r i n c i p a l ,  a n d  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  2 0 2 4  w i t h  r e l i s h .



Year 8

YEAR 8
O U R  A M A Z I N G  Y E A R  8  A C A D E M Y  C O U N C I L

C H A R I T Y  C A P T A I N SS P O R T S  C A P T A I N S

Y E A R  C A P T A I N S  &  
V I C E  C A P T A I N S

M E D I A  O F F I C E R S T A L E N T  S C O U T S

B r e n o ,  N o e l ,  M u b e e n a h ,
N o v e e n  a n d  

R e b e n

Z a r a ,  R e e c e  a n d  M a h m o u d

M u h a m m a d ,  A y a a n  a n d
S a r a h

D a r i y a ,  S h e m i k a ,  A d n a n
a n d  B e n

I q r a ,  N a w a a l  a n d  K h a l i l a



Year 9

YEAR 9
A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  M R  G R I N S E L L  A N D  M S  S O N I

 -  W E  A R E  T R E M E N D O U S L Y  P R O U D
O F  E V E R Y  O N E  O F  Y O U

A s  w e  c o m e  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t e r m ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  a l l
t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  w o r k  h a r d  a n d  r e p r e s e n t  Y e a r  9  a n d  t h e
a c a d e m y  i n  t h e  b e s t  l i g h t .  Y o u r  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  h a v e  n o t
g o n e  u n n o t i c e d .  A s  w e  a p p r o a c h  o u r  w e l l - d e s e r v e d  r e s t  i n  t h e  C h r i s t m a s
h o l i d a y ,  I  e n c o u r a g e  a l l  o f  y o u  t o  t a k e  a  m o m e n t  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e
a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  t h e  p a s t  t e r m .  C o n s i d e r  t h e  g o a l s  y o u
h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a n d  t h o s e  y o u  a s p i r e  t o  a c h i e v e  i n  t h e  n e w  y e a r .  E n j o y
y o u r  t i m e  o f f  a n d  g e t  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  2 0 2 4  w i l l  b r i n g !  

‘ G O O D B Y E ’  F R O M  M S  S O N I
M s  S o n i  h a s  w o r k e d  a t  S i d n e y  S t r i n g e r
A c a d e m y  f o r  a  h u g e  1 6  y e a r s  a n d  i n
t h i s  t i m e  s h e  h a s  t a u g h t  a  h u g e
n u m b e r  o f  s t u d e n t s .  I t  i s  w i t h  h u g e
s a d n e s s  t h a t  w e  s a y  g o o d b y e  t o  a n
a b s o l u t e  s t a l w a r t  o f  S i d n e y  S t r i n g e r
a n d  w e  a l l  w i s h  h e r  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  i n
t h e  n e w  s t a g e  o f  h e r  c a r e e r .  
M s  S o n i  w r i t e s :  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e
t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w i s h  y o u  a l l  t h e
b e s t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a
h i g h l i g h t  o f  m y  t i m e  h e r e  a t  S i d n e y
S t r i n g e r  A c a d e m y  t o  b e  t h e  A s s i s t a n t
P r i n c i p a l  f o r  t h i s  Y e a r  g r o u p .  I  h a v e
t a k e n  g r e a t  p r i d e  i n  w a t c h i n g  t h e
s t u d e n t s  t a k e  o n  b o a r d  a l l  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  h e r e  a t  S S A .  

T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,
t u t o r  t e a m ,  p a r e n t s  a n d  c a r e r s
f o r  a l l  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  a n d  i n
p a r t i c u l a r  t o  M r  G r i n s e l l  f o r  h i s
d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  Y e a r  t e a m  a n d
t h e  s t u d e n t s .  Y o u  h a v e  a l l  b e e n
a  f a n t a s t i c  t e a m  t o  w o r k
a l o n g s i d e  a n d  I  s h a l l  m i s s  y o u
a l l .  

W i s h i n g  y o u  a l l  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  i n
2 0 2 4  a n d  b e y o n d !

# G I R L B O S S :  E M P O W E R M E N T  R E S E A R C H  W I T H
T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  R O E H A M P T O N !

O n  F r i d a y  1 5 t h  D e c e m b e r ,  Y e a r  9  g i r l s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  t h e i r  f i r s t  s e s s i o n
a s  p a r t  o f  a  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  R o e h a m p t o n ;  w e  a r e
o n l y  o n e  o f  S E V E N  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  U K  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d ,  w i t h  r e s e a r c h  s p a n n i n g
a c r o s s  E u r o p e .  B a s e d  i n  1 6 + ,  w h e r e  m a n y  o f  o u r  Y e a r  9 s  h o p e  t o  g e t  t h e
g r a d e s  t o  a t t e n d  o n e  d a y ,  p u p i l s  r e a d  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  w o m e n
s a v i n g  a n d  c h a n g i n g  t h e  w o r l d ,  s u c h  a s  h o w  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f
B a r b a d o s ,  M i a  M o t t l e y ,  i s  a i m i n g  t o  s a v e  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  I t  w a s  a  r e a l l y
i n t e r e s t i n g  s e s s i o n  a s  t h e  g i r l s ’  r e f l e c t e d  o n  h o w  c o n f i d e n t  t h e y  f e e l
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  d e b a t e s ,  a n d  w e  a r e  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  t o  D r  K h u y e n  D i n h  f o r
s e l e c t i n g  S t r i n g e r  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  a m a z i n g  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t !



Year 10

YEAR 10
A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  M I S S  O T I M  &  M S  H O R O B I N

-   -  T H I S  T E R M  H A S  S E E N  O U R  F A B U L O U S
Y E A R  1 0 S  S H O W C A S E  T H E I R  S K I L L S ,

T A L E N T S  A N D  R E S I L I E N C E .

A s  t h e  y e a r  e n d s  Y e a r  1 0  h a v e  m u c h  t o  c e l e b r a t e  a n d  w e  e n d e d  t h e  t e r m   
w i t h  a  l o v e l y  a s s e m b l y  t h a t  s h o w c a s e d  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  Y e a r  1 0
t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  h a l f  t e r m .  V e r y  w e l l  d o n e  t o  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  g o t  i n d i v i d u a l
a w a r d s  a n d  w e l l  d o n e  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  w i d e r  a w a r d s .  

T h i s  h a l f  t e r m  h a s  a l s o  s e e n  t w o  o f  o u r  t a l e n t e d  y e a r  1 0  s t u d e n t s  t a k i n g
p a r t  i n  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  s p o k e n  w o r d  a c t i v i t i e s .  J a c e y  P o l l o c k  a n d  A t a r a
C r e e  h a v e  b o t h  b e e n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  S p o k e n  W o r d  p r o j e c t  r u n  b y  t h e
R o y a l  S h a k e s p e a r e  C o m p a n y  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s  c r e a t i n g  a  p i e c e  o f  w r i t i n g ,
a n  R S C  w o r k s h o p  a n d  a  t r i p  t o  s e e  T h e  E m p r e s s  s o  f a r !

A l s o ,  t h e  w o n d e r f u l l y  t a l e n t e d  M a r i a m  M e t r e v e l i  h a s  b e e n  d e l i g h t i n g
a u d i e n c e s  w i t h  h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  B i r m i n g h a m
S y m p h o n y  Y o u t h  C h o r u s  w h e r e  s h e  h a s  p e r f o r m e d  i n  m u l t i p l e  s h o w s
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  C h o i r a l  C h r i s t m a s .  H o w  f a b u l o u s !  

O u r  t a l e n t e d  f o o t b a l l e r s  h a v e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  m a n y  g a m e s  i n c l u d i n g  a  C u p
m a t c h  w i t h  C a r d i n a l  N e w m a n  a n d  l o t s  o f  y e a r  1 0  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  r a n g e  o f  e n r i c h m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
o n  o f f e r .

T h i s  y e a r  h a s  s a d l y  b e e n  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  o u r  b e l o v e d
s t u d e n t ,  H a m z a  A l r i m i .  W e  c o m m e m o r a t e d  h i m  a n d  h i s  l e g a c y  w i t h  a
s p e c i a l  a s s e m b l y  a n d  a  s p e c i a l  y e a r  1 0  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  m a t c h  r e f e r e e d  b y
H a m z a ’ s  f a t h e r  M r  A l r i m i ;  y o u  c a n  s e e  m o r e  a b o u t  t h i s  o n  p a g e  1 5 .  

L o o k  o u t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  t o  s e e  t h e  Y e a r  1 0  s t u d e n t s
w h o  c o m p e t e d  i n  t h e  T a l e n t  S h o w  o n  t h e  l a s t  d a y  o f  t e r m !

W e  w i s h  y o u  a  h a p p y  a n d  s a f e  h o l i d a y  a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  y o u  o n
J a n u a r y  8 t h  r e s t e d  a n d  r e f r e s h e d  a n d  r e a d y  f o r  y o u r  u p c o m i n g  P P E s !

T h i s  h a l f  t e r m  s e e s  1 0 L 1 ’ s  t u t o r ,  M s  S a m r a ,  s a y  h e r
g o o d b y e s  a f t e r  a  d e c a d e  h e r e  a t  S i d n e y  S t r i n g e r .
1 0 L 1  m a d e  s u r e  t h a t  s h e  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  t o
r e m e m b e r  t h e m  b y  w i t h  a  h a n d - c r a f t e d  b o o k  o f
m e m o r i e s  a n d  t h o u g h t s  a n d  s o m e  v e r y  l o v e l y  w o r d s .

G O O D B Y E  T O  M R S  S A M R A



T h i s  t e r m  p l a y e r s  f r o m  Y e a r  1 0  c a m e  o u t  i n  i c y
c o n d i t i o n s  t o  p l a y  a n  a n n i v e r s a r y  m a t c h  i n
m e m o r y  o f  H a m z a  A l r i m i .  

I t  w a s  l o v e l y  t o  s e e  s t u d e n t s  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  t o
r e m e m b e r  H a m z a  a n d  d o  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  h e
l o v e d .  I t  w a s  a l s o  l o v e l y  t o  s e e  H a m z a ' s  D a d ,  M r
M u s t a f a  A l r i m i ,  o n  t h e  p i t c h  a c t i n g  a s  t h e
r e f e r e e .  

A  s p e c i a l  m e n t i o n  g o e s  t o  H a m z a ' s  b r o t h e r ,  O m a r
( Y e a r  7 ) ,  a n d  O t h m a n  M w a l i m  ( Y e a r  8 )  w h o  d i d
b r i l l i a n t  j o b s  a s  l i n e s m e n .  

T h e  m a t c h  b e t w e e n  t h e  Y e a r  1 0 s  w a s  a  h i g h l y
r e s p e c t f u l  m a t c h  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  s p o r t s m a n s h i p .
T h e  b l a c k / g r e e n  s t r i p e d  t e a m  c a m e  o u t  o n  t o p
w i t h  a  5 - 2  w i n  t h a n k s  t o  g o a l s  f r o m  M a t t i  ( x 3 ) ,
B a r k a d ,  a n d  S u h a i p .  

W e l l  d o n e  t o  D a n  a n d  C h a a v y  w h o  w e r e  a b l e  t o
g e t  o n t o  t h e  s c o r e s h e e t  f o r  t h e  g r e e n  t e a m ,  a s
w e l l  a s  a l l  o f  t h e  b o y s  w h o  p l a y e d  t h e i r  p a r t .
T h a n k  y o u  a l s o  t o  a l l  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  w h o  c a m e
t o  s h o w  t h e i r  r e s p e c t s  a n d  s u p p o r t .

S I D N E Y  S T R I N G E R  R E M E M B E R S
H A M Z A  A L R I M I  

 
A N N I V E R S A R Y  M A T C H  T O  M A R K

O N E  Y E A R  S I N C E  H A M Z A ’ S
P A S S I N G  



Year 10

O n  t h e  2 2 n d  o f  N o v e m b e r  o u r  Y e a r  1 0
b o y s  w e l c o m e d  S t o k e  P a r k  t o  S S A  i n  o u r
f i r s t  l e a g u e  f i x t u r e  o f  t h e  a c a d e m i c
y e a r .  

O u r  p r e v i o u s  f i x t u r e  i n  O c t o b e r  s a w  t h e
b o y s  s u f f e r  a  h e a v y  1 1 - 1  d e f e a t  t o
C o u n d o n  C o u r t ,  s o  w e  w e r e  h o p i n g  t o
b o u n c e  b a c k  f r o m  a  d i s a p p o i n t i n g
r e s u l t .  

T h e  b o y s  c e r t a i n l y  d e l i v e r e d  o n  t h a t
f r o n t ,  a s  t h e y  p u t  o n  a  c o m f o r t a b l e
d i s p l a y .  W e  t o o k  a n  e a r l y  l e a d  f r o m  a
b e a u t i f u l  c o m b i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  C h a a v y
a n d  M a t i  a n d  s t a y e d  f i r m l y  i n  c o n t r o l  f o r
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  g a m e .  

T h e  b o y s  d i d  s l i g h t l y  s w i t c h  o f f  i n  t h e
c l o s i n g  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  g a m e ,  a l l o w i n g
S t o k e  P a r k  t o  g r a b  t w o  l a t e  g o a l s ,  t o
a d d  t o  t h e i r  f i r s t  h a l f - h e a d e d  e f f o r t .
T h a n k f u l l y ,  o u r  b o y s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  c o m e
o u t  o f  t h e  m a t c h  v i c t o r i o u s  w i t h  a  f u l l y
d e s e r v e d  w i n  t h a n k s  t o  f u r t h e r  g o a l s
f r o m  J a y d e n ,  M u h a m a d o u  a n d  C h a a v y .  

F i n a l  s c o r e  -  S S A  4  v s  3  S t o k e  P a r k

V I C T O R I O U S
Y E A R  1 0 ' S

YEAR 10
E N D  O F  T E R M  C E L E B R A T I O N  A S S E M B L Y

W e l l  d o n e  t o  a l l  o u r  a w a r d
w i n n e r s :  M a h m o o d  S u l t a n k h a i l ,
I K  O n a i w u ,  J a c e y  P o l l o c k ,  A r f a n

M e h m o o d ,  B a i l e e - R a e  C l a r k e
a n d  J u n i o r  B a n g u r a

.

A N D  A  S P E C I A L  M E N T I O N
T O  D A N I E L  A N K O M A H  1 0 D 2 ,
W I N N E R  O F  O U R  K I N D N E S S

A W A R D  W H I C H  W A S
P R E S E N T E D  B Y  O U R  C E O

M S  T U R P I N



Year 10

YEAR 10

G C S E  A R T  &  D E S I G N

Ye a r  1 0  ha v e  b e en  m a k i ng  3 D
a r c h i t ec t u r a l  f o r m s .   
F i r s t ,  t h ey  m a d e  m a q u e t t e s  f r o m  ca rd .   
T h en  t hey  m a d e  m ode l s  f r o m  c la y .

FOR M  -  m a k i ng  so m e th i n g  l ook  3D

A  M A Q U E T  -  i s  a n  e xpe r i me n t a l  t r i a l
m o d e l  o f  a  s c u lp t u r e

Th ey  a l so  p ra c t i c e d  s ke t c h i n g  3D
sh ape s  a n d  a d d i n g  to n e  t o  s how  fo rm .

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  1 0 L 1 ,  W H O  S P E N T  T H E  M O S T
T I M E  O N  U N I F R O G  T H I S  T E R M .   W E L L  D O N E !  

1 0 L 1
6 1 %

C o m p l e t e

1 0 D 1
3 9 %

C o m p l e t e

1 0 J 1
5 5 %

C o m p l e t e



Year 11

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  c h a n c e  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  f a n t a s t i c  a t t i t u d e  t o
l e a r n i n g  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p u p i l s  f o r  h a v i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  m e a n  f o r  e f f o r t ,

b e h a v i o u r ,  h o m e w o r k  a n d  p u n c t u a l i t y  i n  y e a r  1 1   

V i o l e t t a  S a l t t a r i u s  1 1 p 2 ,  J u s t i n
O p a n u g a  1 1 L 1  a n d  A s h n a  S a j i  1 1 P 1

L a n o  S h a r i f  1 1 D 2

M a r i a m  M o h a m e d  1 1 s 1

V E R Y  W E L L  D O N E !

YEAR 11
A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  M R  H A R P E R  &  M R  E L L I S

 -  W E  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  W I S H  A L L  Y E A R  1 1
S T U D E N T S  A  V E R Y  M E R R Y  C H R I S T M A S .

N o w  i s  a  t i m e  t o  r e l a x  a n d  e n j o y  y o u r s e l f  w i t h  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y ,  b u t
a l s o  t a k e  s o m e  t i m e  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e  p a s t  1 4  w e e k s  o f  s c h o o l .    
H o p e f u l l y ,  y o u  a r e  p r o u d  o f  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e .   
T h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  o b v i o u s  i n  y o u r  P r o g r e s s  D a y  r e p o r t .   I f  y o u  a r e  n o t
s a t i s f i e d — n o  w o r r i e s ,  t h e  N e w  Y e a r  i s  a  p e r f e c t  t i m e  t o  s e t  s o m e  g o a l s
a n d  r e s o l u t i o n s  a n d  g e t  b a c k  o n  t r a c k  b e f o r e  t h e  S u m m e r  e x a m  s e a s o n
s t a r t s .        

C H R I S T M A S  G R E E T I N G S  F R O M  Y R 1 1  D E V E L O P I N G  T H E I R
P I P I N G  S K I L L S  T O  P R O D U C E  C H R I S T M A S  T R E E  C A K E S .
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T h i s  t e r m  w e  h a v e  r u n  s e v e r a l  t r i p s ,  I n  m i d  N o v e m b e r  1 5  s t u d e n t s  v i s i t e d
K e b l e  C o l l e g e  a t  O x f o r d  u n i v e r s i t y  ,  h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  g i v e n  a d m i s s i o n  t a l k s ,
t o u r s  o f  c o l l e g e s  a n d  a t t e n d e d  m a s t e r c l a s s e s .  i n  D e c e m b e r  w e  t o o k  1 9 0
s t u d e n t s  f o r  a  t r i p  t o  L o n d o n ,  v i s i t i n g  k e y  l a n d m a r k s  a n d  W i n t e r
W o n d e r l a n d .  

O n e  n o t a b l e  h i g h l i g h t  t h i s  t e r m  w a s  o u r  f o c u s  o n  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ,  w h i c h
e n d e d  i n  o u r  r e c y c l a b l e  f a s h i o n  s h o w  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  s h o w c a s i n g  o u t f i t s
m a d e  f r o m  u s e d  a n d  r e c y c l a b l e  m a t e r i a l s .  

A s  w e  b r i n g  t h i s  t e r m  t o  a  c l o s e  p o s t  1 6  a r e  c o m p l e t i n g  o u r  a n n u a l  t i m e  o f
f u n d r a i s i n g  i n  o u r  ' 1 2  D a y s  o f  C h r i s t m a s '  .  I n  t h i s  t i m e  e a c h  t u t o r  g r o u p
r u n s  a n  e v e n t  t o  r a i s e  m o n e y  f o r  a  c h a r i t y  a g r e e d  o n  b y  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  T h i s
y e a r  w e  a r e  r a i s i n g  m o n e y  f o r  Z o e ' s  P l a c e .

F i n a l l y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  w e  a r e  w i s h i n g  t h e  b e s t  f o r  a l l  o u r  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e
r e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  r e s i t  G C S E  E n g l i s h  a n d  M a t h s  r e s u l t s  i n  J a n u a r y  a n d  f o r
t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  p r e p a r i n g  t o  s i t  t h e i r  v o c a t i o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

F i n a l l y  t h e  p o s t  1 6  t e a m  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  w i s h  a l l  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s
a  p e a c e f u l  a n d  r e s t f u l  h o l i d a y

16+

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  M R  M A R T I N  &  M S  B H A R U C H I

 -  A U T U M N  T E R M  H A S  B E E N  A N O T H E R
S U C C E S S F U L  T E R M  W I T H I N  P O S T  1 6 .

T h i s  i s  a  v e r y  p o p u l a r  t r i p  f o r  1 6 +  s t u d e n t s   
w h i c h  g e t s  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  C h r i s t m a s s y
s p i r i t !  W e  a r r i v e d  a t  B u c k i n g h a m  p a l a c e
w h e r e  a l l  s t u d e n t s  u s e d  t h i s  a s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  m a n y  p i c t u r e s  w i t h
f r i e n d s  a n d  m a n a g e d  t o  g e t  a  l o v e l y  g r o u p
p h o t o  o f  a l l  o u r  1 6 +  w h o  w e n t  o n  t h e  t r i p .
W e  a l l  t h e n  w a l k e d  t o  t h e  L o n d o n  e y e  w h e r e
w e  s e e n  a  g r e a t  v i e w  o f  L o n d o n  i t s  s e l f .
S t u d e n t s  t h e n  h a d  f r e e  t i m e  t o  t h e m s e l v e s
i n  L e i c e s t e r  S q a u r e  a n d  C o v e n t  G a r d e n  t o
l o o k  a r o u n d .  E v e r y o n e  m e t  u p  a g a i n  f o r  t h e
h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  d a y  W i n t e r  W o n d e r l a n d !
S t u d e n t s  h a d  a  f a b u l o u s  t i m e  h e r e  g o i n g  o n
r i d e s  a n d  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s t a l l s .  

W I N T E R
W O N D E R L A N D
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16+
Y e a r  1 1   s t u d e n t s  f r o m  S i d n e y  S t r i n g e r  A c a d e m y
a n d  o t h e r  S c h o o l s  a r o u n d  C o v e n t r y  c a m e  t o  h e a r
a l l  a b o u t  o u r  f a n t a s t i c  s i x t h  f o r m  h e r e  a t  S i d n e y
S t r i n g e r  A c a d e m y .  T h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  m e e t  s u b j e c t
l e a d e r s ,  a s k  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  g e t  a  f e e l  o f  w h a t  i t
w o u l d  b e  l i k e  t o  b e  i n  1 6 + .  S t u d e n t s  a l s o  h a d  a  t a l k
f r o m  M r  M a r t i n  a n d  M s  B h a r u c h i  a b o u t  a l l  t h e
s u b j e c t s  t h a t  a r e  o n  o f f e r  a n d  a n y  s u p p o r t  g i v e n .   

Y E A R  1 1  I N T O  1 6 +  E V E N I N G

V I S I T  T O  K E B L E  C O L L E G E
I n  N o v e m b e r  M r  M a r t i n  t o o k  a  g r o u p  o f  1 5
s t u d e n t s  t o  K e b l e  C o l l e g e  a t  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y .
S t u d e n t s  w e r e  g i v e n  s e s s i o n s  t o  s u p p o r t  w i t h  t h e
O x b r i d g e  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  l e d  b y  t h e
a d m i s s i o n s  t e a m .  T h e y  t h e n  h a d  a  t o u r  o f  t w o
c o l l e g e s .  T h e  K e b l e  C o l l e g e  t o u r  w a s  l e a d  b y
S i d n e y  S t r i n g e r  A c a d e m y  A l u m n i  V e n u s  w h o  i s
c u r r e n t l y  i n  h e r  f i r s t  y e a r  a t  K e b l e  C o l l e g e .
S t u d e n t s  h a d  l u n c h  i n  t h e  g r e a t  K e b e l  d i n i n g  h a l l
w i t h  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f .  T h e  d a y  w a s
f i n i s h e d  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  a n  h u m a n i t i e s  o r
S T E M  M a s t e r c l a s s e s  l e d  b y  l e c t u r e r s  a t  t h e
u n i v e r s i t y .  A l l  i n  a l l  i t  w a s  a n  i n c r e d i b l y  i n s i g h t f u l
d a y .  

1 6 +  T u t o r  g r o u p s  m a d e  o u t f i t s  f r o m
r e c y c l e d  m a t e r i a l  t h e y  a l l  u s e d  t h e i r
i m a g i n a t i o n  t o  c r e a t e  s o m e  b r i l l i a n t
d e s i g n s .  W h i c h  w a s  s h o w c a s e d  i n  a
f a s h i o n  s h o w  i n  a s s e m b l y .
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  w e  c o u l d  o n l y  p i c k
o n e  w i n n e r  w h i c h  w a s  K e l s o n  D a
C o s t a  S i l v e r .  

R E C Y C L A B L E  F A S H I O N
S H O W



Sidney Stringer Academy- Hawwa Hussain

T o  b e g i n  t h e  y e a r ,  o u r  f i r s t  D R I V E  w e e k  w a s  h e l d  i n  O c t o b e r  a n d  t h e  H e a d
S t u d e n t  t e a m  w o r k e d  i n  v a r i o u s  w a y s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i n  o u r  s c h o o l  l i v e s .  I n  o u r  a s s e m b l i e s  o n  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,
s t u d e n t s  h e a r d  f r o m  f o r m e r  H e a d  s t u d e n t  Y a s s i n ,  w h o  s h a r e d  h o w  h e
d i s p l a y e d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  g e t  a c c e p t e d  i n t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O x f o r d .  W e
a l s o  r a n  a  f o o d  c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  T r u s s e l  T r u s t  f o o d  b a n k ,  a n d  t h e  H e a l t h y
M i n d s  c o u n c i l  w o r k e d  c l o s e l y  w i t h  M e l i s a ,  o u r  D e p u t y  H e a d  s t u d e n t ,  t o
i m p r o v e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s u p p o r t  f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s .  A s  w e  m o v e  c l o s e r  t o  o u r
s e c o n d  D R I V E  w e e k ,  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  r e s p e c t ,  w e  a r e  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  t h e
e c o - c o u n c i l  t o  p r o m o t e  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  A s  C h r i s t m a s
a p p r o a c h e s ,  w e  a r e  a l s o  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  c r e a t i n g  p a c k a g e s  a n d  h a m p e r s  f o r
c h i l d r e n .  T o  s u p p o r t  t h i s ,  w e  h e l d  a  s a m o s a  s a l e  f o r  o u r  t e a c h e r s ,  w h e r e  w e
w e r e  a b l e  t o  r a i s e  m o n e y  f o r  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  h a m p e r s .  

W i t h  o u r  w e e k l y  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  M r s  C o u r t  a n d  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  t h e  A L T ,  w e  h a v e
b e e n  a b l e  t o  c o l l e c t  f e e d b a c k  f r o m  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  f o r  t h e
s c h o o l  a n d  p r o p o s e  i d e a s  t o  t h e  s t a f f .  W e  h a v e  a l s o  h a d  s u p p o r t  f r o m  o u r  n e w
S t u d e n t  L e a d e r s h i p  T e a m ,  w h o m  w e  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  a p p o i n t e d  a f t e r  c o n d u c t i n g
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  a l l  c a n d i d a t e s .  I  c a n  s a y  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  w a s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t ,  d u e
t o  t h e  s h e e r  c a p a b i l i t y  a n d  s k i l l  o f  a l l  o u r  c a n d i d a t e s ,  a n d  I  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t
t h i s  y e a r ’ s  S L T  h a s  m u c h  p r o m i s e  a n d  w i l l  b r i n g  a  l o t  t o  t h e  s c h o o l .  A s
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  a c a d e m y ,  D o n t e  a n d  I  s p o k e  a t  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  O p e n
E v e n i n g s ,  w h e r e  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  s h a r e  m y  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  c o m i n g  t o  t h i s
s c h o o l  a s  a n  e x t e r n a l  s t u d e n t  a n d  b e i n g  w e l c o m e d  i n t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  i s
S i d n e y  S t r i n g e r  A c a d e m y .

A s i d e  f r o m  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  H e a d  S t u d e n t  t e a m ,  a s  Y e a r  1 3  s t u d e n t s ,  w e  h a v e
a l s o  b e e n  b a l a n c i n g  o u r  s t u d e n t  l e a d e r s h i p  d u t i e s  w i t h  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  o u r  p o s t - 1 8
j o u r n e y s .  I n  m i d - N o v e m b e r ,  I  a n d  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  v i s i t  K e b l e  C o l l e g e
a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O x f o r d ,  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  g u i d e d  o n  t h e  a d m i s s i o n s  p r o c e s s
a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  t a s t e r  l e c t u r e .  H a v i n g  s a t  i n  a  h i s t o r y  l e c t u r e ,  I  w a s  t h r i l l e d
w i t h  t h e  d e p t h  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  h a n d l e  r e a l  n e w s p a p e r s
f r o m  1 8 5 1 ,  c o m p a r i n g  t h e m  t o  c u r r e n t  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  m e d i a  o f  t o d a y .  T o  f u r t h e r
a i d  o u r  u n i v e r s i t y  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  h e l p  u s  m a k e  i n f o r m e d  d e c i s i o n s ,  w e  h a v e
h a d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  s u c h  a s  W a r w i c k ,  A s t o n ,  a n d  O x f o r d  B r o o k e s  U n i v e r s i t y  c o m e  i n
a n d  t a l k  t o  u s  a b o u t  d i f f e r e n t  p a t h w a y s  a n d  s t u d e n t  l i f e .   

B e i n g  o n  t h e  H e a d  s t u d e n t  t e a m  a n d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  D o n t e ,  M e l i s a ,  a n d  M o u s s a  h a s
b e e n  a  p l e a s u r e  s o  f a r ,  a n d  I  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  w e  h a v e  d o n e  o v e r  t h e  l a s t
t e r m  h a s  p o s i t i v e l y  i m p a c t e d  o u r  s c h o o l .  I  s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e
y e a r  l o o k s  p r o m i s i n g ,  w i t h  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  s t a f f  a n d  s t u d e n t  b o d y .  

S T U D E N T  V O I C E  &  L E A D E R S H I P

‘ A s  w e  c o m e  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  o u r  f i r s t  t e r m ,  I ’ d  l i k e  t o
r e f l e c t  o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  h e a d  s t u d e n t  t e a m  a n d

Y e a r  1 3  s o  f a r ’ .  
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S e p t e m b e r  w a s  s p e n t  s e t t l i n g  i n t o  t h e  r o l e .  A s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S t u d e n t
L e a d e r s h i p  T e a m  l a s t  y e a r ,  I  w a s  a l r e a d y  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  a t t e n d i n g  r e g u l a r
m e e t i n g s  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w i t h  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  t e a m .  H o w e v e r ,  t h r o u g h o u t
S e p t e m b e r  I  g r e w  a n  a w a r e n e s s  t h a t  t h i s  r o l e  r e q u i r e d  m o r e  o f  m e  a n d  I  w a s
e x c i t e d  t o  d e v e l o p  n e w  s k i l l s  t h a t  w o u l d  h e l p  m e  f u l f i l l  m y  d u t i e s .  I n  O c t o b e r ,
w e  w e r e  t a s k e d  w i t h  o r g a n i z i n g  o u r  f i r s t  D R I V E  W e e k ,  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n
D e t e r m i n a t i o n .  I  h a d  r e c e n t l y  b e g u n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  H e a l t h y  M i n d s  C o u n c i l
a n d  i n  d o i n g  s o  I  f e l t  i n c r e d i b l y  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e s  w e  h a d
d i s c u s s e d -  I  d e c i d e d  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  m y  p a s s i o n  f o r  r a i s i n g  a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  i n t o  o u r  D R I V E  W e e k  a s s e m b l i e s .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w e e k ,  w e
d e l i v e r e d  a n  a s s e m b l y  t o  e a c h  y e a r  g r o u p  w h e r e i n  e a c h  o f  u s  d i s p l a y e d  o u r
w o r k  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  D e t e r m i n a t i o n .  I  e m p h a s i s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
D e t e r m i n a t i o n  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s u p p o r t  a n d  a w a r e n e s s  o f  i t  a r o u n d
t h e  A c a d e m y  a s  I  r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  t e n d  t o  f o r g e t  a b o u t  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e i r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e i r  s t u d i e s .
M o r e o v e r ,  I  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  H e a l t h y  M i n d s  C o u n c i l  t o  c r e a t e  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t
w o u l d  a l l o w  u s  t o  g a i n  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  s t u d e n t s  f e e l
t h e i r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  i s  t r u l y  s u p p o r t e d .  

A b o u t  o u r  S i x t h  F o r m ,  I  h a v e  w o r k e d  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  H e a d  S t u d e n t s  t e a m  a n d
M r  M a r t i n  t o  c o n s t r u c t  o u r  b r a n d - n e w  S t u d e n t  L e a d e r s h i p  T e a m .  W e  w e r e
t a s k e d  w i t h  i n t e r v i e w i n g  c a n d i d a t e s  a n d  I  w a s  a m a z e d  b y  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f
t h e m .  T h e y  d i s p l a y e d  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  s k i l l s  a n d  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w
t h e m  t o  d o  g r e a t  w o r k  a n d  m a k e  o u r  S i x t h  F o r m  a n d  t h e  a c a d e m y  t h e  b e s t
e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  l e a r n i n g  a n d  g r o w i n g .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  t h e  H e a d  S t u d e n t s  a n d  I
h a v e  h o s t e d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  O p e n  E v e n i n g  f o r  p r o s p e c t i v e  Y e a r  7  s t u d e n t s  a n d  a
Y e a r  1 1  O p t i o n s  E v e n i n g .  I  h a v e  r e f i n e d  m a n y  s k i l l s  f r o m  a t t e n d i n g  s u c h  e v e n t s ;
d e l e g a t i o n ,  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s t a y  c a l m  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  t o  n a m e  a
f e w .  

A s  t h e  y e a r  d r a w s  t o  a  c l o s e ,  t h e  p r e s s u r e  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r
h e i g h t e n s .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  t e r m ,  I  h a v e  f o c u s e d  o n  b e i n g  a s  o r g a n i z e d  a s
p o s s i b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  b e s t  r e s u l t s .  I  h a v e  s e t  a s i d e  e q u a l  a m o u n t s  o f  t i m e  f o r
a l l  m y  s u b j e c t s ,  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r s ,  a n d  r o l e s  w i t h i n  t h e  a c a d e m y  a s  w e l l  a s  t i m e
f o r  w o r k i n g  o n  m y  S t a t e m e n t .  A s  m u c h  a s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  r e q u i r e  g r a d e s ,  t h e y
p l a c e  g r e a t  e m p h a s i s  o n  c h a r a c t e r ,  s o  w h i l s t  t h e  p r e s s u r e  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  I  h a v e
d e c i d e d  t o  d e d i c a t e  m y s e l f  t o  p e r s o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I  d e s i r e  t o  b e  a s
p r e p a r e d  a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  s o  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  o f  t h e  u t m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e
t o  m e  a s  I  t r u l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  f o c u s i n g  o n  m e n t a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  m a s t e r y  w i l l  a l l o w
m e  t o  a c c e s s  t h e  b e s t  r e s u l t s  a n d  a l l o w  t h e  s m o o t h e s t  t r a n s i t i o n  i n t o
u n i v e r s i t y .  

S T U D E N T  V O I C E  &  L E A D E R S H I P

‘ I n  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t i n g  m y  f i r s t  t e r m  a s  D e p u t y  H e a d
S t u d e n t ,  I  c a n  c o n f i d e n t l y  s a y  i t  h a s  b e e n  a  g r e a t

s u c c e s s .  A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  H e a d  S t u d e n t s  t e a m ,  I  h a v e
d e d i c a t e d  m y s e l f  t o  t h e  r o l e  i n  m a n y  w a y s  w h i l s t

b a l a n c i n g  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r ’ .



O n  O c t o b e r  2 5 t h ,  I  d e l i v e r e d  a  s p e e c h  a t  t h e  W h i t m o r e  P a r k  A n n e x e  H o s p i t a l i t y
E d u c a t i o n  S e r v i c e  a b o u t  s i x t h  f o r m  d u r i n g  t h e i r  c a r e e r  o p t i o n  d a y .  I t  w a s  a
g r a t i f y i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  I ' m  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  u s e  m y  v o i c e  t o  g u i d e
y o u n g e r  s t u d e n t s  t o w a r d  p o s t - Y e a r  1 1  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

C o n t i n u i n g  t o  l e v e r a g e  m y  r o l e  a s  a  s t u d e n t  l e a d e r ,  I  a l s o  d e l i v e r e d  a  s p e e c h
f o r  o u r  s i x t h  f o r m  o p e n  d a y  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 2 t h .  B e i n g  d e e p l y  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t
t h e  a c a d e m y ,  I ' m  p l e a s e d  t o  h a v e  s h a r e d  m y  e n t h u s i a s m  w i t h  p a r e n t s  a n d
p r o s p e c t i v e  s t u d e n t s ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  w h a t  o u r  s i x t h  f o r m  h a s
t o  o f f e r .

A s  s t u d e n t  l e a d e r s ,  o u r  s h a r e d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  h e l p i n g  a n d  r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  w i d e r
c o m m u n i t y  i s  e v i d e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t e r m .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  o u r  a c a d e m y  h a v e
a c t i v e l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  v a r i o u s  i n i t i a t i v e s  s u c h  a s  f o o d  b a n k s ,  u n i f o r m  b a n k s ,
c a k e  s a l e s ,  a n d  s a m o s a  s a l e s .  N o t a b l y ,  w e ' r e  g e a r i n g  u p  f o r  t h e  u p c o m i n g  " 1 2
D a y s  o f  C h r i s t m a s "  e v e n t ,  w h e r e  e a c h  t u t o r  g r o u p  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  r a i s i n g  m o n e y
f o r  p r e s e n t s ,  e n s u r i n g  e v e r y o n e  h a s  a  c h a n c e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  f e s t i v e  s e a s o n .
D e s p i t e  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  s t u d i e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t y  d e c i s i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h o s e
w h o ' v e  s u b m i t t e d  t h e i r  U C A S  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  t h i s  t e r m  h a s  b e e n  r e w a r d i n g ,  f i l l e d
w i t h  j o y  a n d  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t .

Sidney Stringer Academy- Donte Spence

S T U D E N T  V O I C E  &  L E A D E R S H I P

‘ H e l l o ,  I ' m  D o n t e  S p e n c e ,  a n d  I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  m y
e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  t h e  H e a d  S t u d e n t  o f  t h e  a c a d e m y  d u r i n g

t h i s  s c h o o l  t e r m ’ .

S i d n e y  S t r i n g e r  s t u d e n t s  w h o  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  s h a r e
t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i d e a s  w i t h  o u r  C h a l l e n g e  P a r t n e r s  a t  o u r  r e c e n t  C h a l l e n g e
P a r t n e r s  R e v i e w .   

T h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  r o l e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  w h a t  t h e y  l i k e
a b o u t  o u r  a c a d e m y  a n d  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  d e v e l o p .   S t u d e n t s  r e p r e s e n t e d
t h e i r  p e e r s  s o  w e l l  a n d  w e  a r e  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  t h e m !

O n  t h e  n e x t  p a g e ,  L a y l a  s p e a k s  a b o u t  h e r  r o l e ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s t u d e n t  v o i c e
a n d  h o w  w e  c e l e b r a t e  o u r  d i v e r s e  c o m m u n i t y :

W h a t  i s  C h a l l e n g e  P a r t n e r s ?
C h a l l e n g e  P a r t n e r s  i s  a  p r a c t i t i o n e r - l e d  c h a r i t y  t h a t

e n a b l e s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  s c h o o l s  t o  e n h a n c e
t h e  l i f e  c h a n c e s  o f  a l l  c h i l d r e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  m o s t

d i s a d v a n t a g e d .  T h e  u n i q u e  a p p r o a c h  h a s  b e e n
d e v e l o p e d  o v e r  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  y e a r s '  w o r k .



W h a t  i s  S t u d e n t  V o i c e ?

S t u d e n t  V o i c e  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  u n i q u e
p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  o p i n i o n s ,  a n d  i n p u t
t h a t  s t u d e n t s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s e s  a n d
o v e r a l l  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I t  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e
i d e a  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r
t h o u g h t s ,  i d e a s ,  a n d  c o n c e r n s  a n d
t h a t  t h e i r  i n p u t  i s  v a l u a b l e  i n
s h a p i n g  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l
e x p e r i e n c e .  S t u d e n t  V o i c e
e n c o m p a s s e s  a  r a n g e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s
a n d  m e c h a n i s m s  t h a t  e n a b l e
s t u d e n t s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  a c t i v e l y  i n
t h e  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  a f f e c t  t h e i r
l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t

H o w  d o e s  t h i s  b e n e f i t  s t u d e n t s ?

I t  c r e a t e s  a n  e f f i c i e n t  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e
s c h o o l s  a r e  p a r t l y  r u n  b y  s t u d e n t s
t h e m s e l v e s .  T h i s  c r e a t e s  a  s e n s e  o f
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f r o m  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  i s
p a r t  o f  s m a l l e r  p a n e l s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e
S t u d e n t  L e a d e r s h i p  T e a m  a t  S i d n e y
S t r i n g e r .  H e r e ,  a n y  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e
w i l l i n g  c a n  a p p l y  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n
i m p r o v i n g  a n d  c h a n g i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r
t h e  b e t t e r .  A n y b o d y  o n  t h i s  p a n e l
r e c e i v e s  a  d i f f e r e n t  l a n y a r d  s o  y o u n g e r
s t u d e n t s  k n o w  w h o m  t o  a s k  f o r  d i r e c t i o n s
a r o u n d ,  a d v i c e  f o r  s u b j e c t s ,  a n d
s u g g e s t i o n s  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  s c h o o l .

S t u d e n t s  a r e  l e f t  w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  p r i d e  i n
t h e i r  r o l e ,  w h i c h  u l t i m a t e l y  c r e a t e s  m o r e
i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n .  A s  w e l l
a s  t h i s ,  i t  c r e a t e s  p r i d e  t h a t  w e  c a n
v o i c e  o u r  o w n  o p i n i o n s  a n d  p o s s i b l y
s h a p e  t h e  s c h o o l s ’  f e a t u r e s  t o  b e n e f i t
o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f  d a i l y
S t u d e n t s  f e e l  l i k e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  a r e
v a l i d a t e d  a n d  i m p o r t a n t ,  w h i c h  i s
i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d  s e l f -
e s t e e m  o f  p u p i l s ,  a s  a  w h o l e  t e a m  o f
p e o p l e  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  l i s t e n  t o  y o u r
t h o u g h t s ,  f e e l i n g s ,  a n d  o p i n i o n s .
G i v i n g  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i s  a
r e p e a t i n g  k e y  t h e m e  t h r o u g h o u t  s o c i e t y
( s u c h  a s  e m p l o y m e n t )  s o  d e v e l o p i n g
t h e s e  s k i l l s  e a r l y  o n  i s  b e n e f i c i a l
I t  a l s o  g i v e s  s t u d e n t s  a  s e n s e  o f
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  h e l p  p e o p l e
f u r t h e r ,  w h i c h  s h a p e s  a n d  c r e a t e s
c h a r a c t e r ,  w h i c h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e
m o d e r n  w o r l d  ( i e ,  b u i l d i n g  c o n n e c t i o n s )
I t  c r e a t e s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  o n e ’ s  f e e l i n g s
a n d  s h a r i n g  t h e s e  f e e l i n g s  i s  c r u c i a l

B u i l d i n g  c o n f i d e n c e ,  s e l f - e s t e e m ,  a n d
o p i n i o n s ,  i s  a  f o r m  o f  b u i l d i n g  c h a r a c t e r
w h i c h  i s  s o  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  l i f e .  S c h o o l s
e n c o u r a g e  t h i s  t h r o u g h  t h e  s y s t e m  w h i c h
p u t s  s t u d e n t s  a h e a d  i n  t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t .
S c h o o l s  a l s o  e n c o u r a g e  d i v e r s i t y  a n d
i n d i v i d u a l i s m .

W h y  s h o u l d  w e  u s e  s t u d e n t s ?

C h i l d r e n  a n d  y o u n g  p e o p l e  c a n  o f f e r
u n i q u e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o n  w h a t  i t  i s
l i k e  t o  b e  a  p u p i l  a t  t h e i r  s c h o o l ;
i n v o l v i n g  t h e m  i n  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g
c a n  c r e a t e  m e a n i n g f u l  c h a n g e  a n d
b e t t e r  a c a d e m i c  o u t c o m e s ,  a s  w e l l
a s  f a c i l i t a t i n g  a  s e n s e  o f
e m p o w e r m e n t  a n d  i n c l u s i o n .

F o r  d e c a d e s ,  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t o r s  h a v e
r e c o r d e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  g o a l s
i d e n t i f i e d  b y  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e i r
f a m i l i e s  o n  t h e  I n d i v i d u a l i z e d
E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m  ( I E P ) .  T h i s
p r o c e s s  o f  l i s t e n i n g  t o  s t u d e n t s  a n d
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e i r  i d e a s  i s  j u s t  o n e
e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  c o n c e p t s  o f
s t u d e n t  v o i c e .  I n  a n  e r a  o f
i n c r e a s e d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d
m e a s u r e d  s t u d e n t  o u t c o m e s ,  s t u d e n t
v o i c e  r e p r e s e n t s  a  g r o w i n g
m o v e m e n t  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  I n s t e a d  o f  a
t e a c h e r - d i r e c t e d  a p p r o a c h  t o
l e a r n i n g ,  s t u d e n t s  p l a y  a n  a c t i v e
a n d  e q u a l  r o l e  i n  p l a n n i n g ,  l e a r n i n g ,
a n d  l e a d i n g  t h e i r  c l a s s r o o m
i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s c h o o l  p r a c t i c e s
a n d  p o l i c i e s .  T h i s  s i g n i f i c a n t
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s h i f t  r e q u i r e s  a l l
s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o  e m b r a c e  t h e  b e l i e f
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  l e a r n
f r o m  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  r e g a r d l e s s  o f
a g e ,  c u l t u r e ,  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s ,
o r  o t h e r  q u a l i f y i n g  f a c t o r s .  

W h y  i s  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t ?

T h i s  i s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  a s  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l
d e s e r v e s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  u s e  t h e i r  v o i c e
t o  s h a p e ,  c h a n g e  a n d  c r e a t e  a  b e t t e r
f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e
e d u c a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y .  A s  w e l l  a s  t h e
f a c t  t h a t  o u r  o w n  o p i n i o n s  c a n  a f f e c t
o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  t h e y  c a n  a l s o  a f f e c t
o u r s e l v e s .



W h a t  i s  d i v e r s i t y ?

D i v e r s i t y  i s  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  m a k e s
p e o p l e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h i s
i n c l u d e s  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  f a c t o r s :  r a c e ,
e t h n i c i t y ,  g e n d e r ,  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s ,  a b i l i t y ,  a g e ,
r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f ,  o r  p o l i t i c a l  c o n v i c t i o n .

H o w  d o  s c h o o l s  c e l e b r a t e  d i v e r s i t y ?

C u l t u r a l  A w a r e n e s s  E v e n t s :  S c h o o l s  o f t e n
o r g a n i z e  c u l t u r a l  a w a r e n e s s  e v e n t s  t h a t
s h o w c a s e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s ,  c u s t o m s ,  a n d
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  v a r i o u s  e t h n i c  a n d
c u l t u r a l  g r o u p s .  T h i s  m a y  i n c l u d e
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f e s t i v a l s ,  c u l t u r a l  f a i r s ,  o r
h e r i t a g e  m o n t h s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  s p e c i f i c
c u l t u r e s

M u l t i c u l t u r a l  E d u c a t i o n :  I n c o r p o r a t i n g
d i v e r s e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  i n t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m
h e l p s  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n  a b o u t  d i f f e r e n t
c u l t u r e s ,  h i s t o r i e s ,  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s .  T h i s
c a n  i n c l u d e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  s o c i a l
s t u d i e s  l e s s o n s  t h a t  h i g h l i g h t  t h e
a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  p e o p l e
f r o m  v a r i o u s  b a c k g r o u n d s .

G u e s t  S p e a k e r s  a n d  P r e s e n t a t i o n s :
I n v i t i n g  s p e a k e r s  f r o m  d i v e r s e
b a c k g r o u n d s  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s
c a n  p r o v i d e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  v a l u a b l e
i n s i g h t s .  T h i s  m i g h t  i n c l u d e  i n d i v i d u a l s
f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  o r
e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d s  w h o  c a n  s p e a k  a b o u t
t h e i r  h e r i t a g e ,  c a r e e r  p a t h s ,  o r  l i f e
e x p e r i e n c e s

D i v e r s e  L i t e r a t u r e  a n d  R e s o u r c e s :
I n c l u d i n g  b o o k s ,  t e x t b o o k s ,  a n d  o t h e r
e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  a
v a r i e t y  o f  c u l t u r e s  a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e s  h e l p s
s t u d e n t s  s e e  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l s
t h e y  s t u d y .  I t  a l s o  f o s t e r s  a  s e n s e  o f
b e l o n g i n g  f o r  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t
b a c k g r o u n d s

D i v e r s i t y  C l u b s  a n d  O r g a n i z a t i o n s :
E s t a b l i s h i n g  c l u b s  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s
f o c u s e d  o n  d i v e r s i t y  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  c a n
p r o v i d e  a  s p a c e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  c o m e
t o g e t h e r ,  s h a r e  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d
p l a n  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  c e l e b r a t e  d i v e r s i t y

C o m m u n i t y  E n g a g e m e n t :  S c h o o l s  c a n
c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  c r e a t e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r
s t u d e n t s  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  d i v e r s e
c o m m u n i t i e s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l
e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h i s  c o u l d  i n v o l v e  f i e l d  t r i p s ,
c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  p r o j e c t s ,  o r
p a r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h  l o c a l  c u l t u r a l
i n s t i t u t i o n s .

I n c l u s i v e  P o l i c i e s  a n d  P r a c t i c e s :
I m p l e m e n t i n g  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  p r o m o t e
i n c l u s i v i t y ,  s u c h  a s  a n t i - b u l l y i n g  m e a s u r e s
a n d  n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  p o l i c i e s ,  h e l p s
c r e a t e  a  s a f e  a n d  w e l c o m i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t
f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s .

W h y  i s  c e l e b r a t i n g  d i v e r s i t y  i m p o r t a n t ?

C u l t u r a l  C o m p e t e n c e :  E x p o s u r e  t o
d i v e r s e  c u l t u r e s ,  p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  a n d
b a c k g r o u n d s  h e l p s  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p
c u l t u r a l  c o m p e t e n c e .  T h i s  m e a n s  t h e y
c a n  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d ,  a p p r e c i a t e ,
a n d  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  p e o p l e  f r o m
d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c ,  c u l t u r a l ,  a n d  s o c i a l
b a c k g r o u n d s

P r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  G l o b a l  W o r l d :  I n  a n
i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  a n d
g l o b a l i z e d  w o r l d ,  i t ' s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r
s t u d e n t s  t o  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  w o r k  a n d
c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  f r o m
d i v e r s e  b a c k g r o u n d s .  E m b r a c i n g
d i v e r s i t y  i n  s c h o o l s  h e l p s  s t u d e n t s
d e v e l o p  t h e  s k i l l s  n e e d e d  f o r  s u c c e s s
i n  a  g l o b a l  s o c i e t y

R e d u c i n g  S t e r e o t y p e s  a n d  P r e j u d i c e :
C e l e b r a t i n g  d i v e r s i t y  c h a l l e n g e s
s t e r e o t y p e s  a n d  p r e j u d i c e s  b y
f o s t e r i n g  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  e m p a t h y .
W h e n  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n  a b o u t  d i f f e r e n t
c u l t u r e s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  i t  b r e a k s
d o w n  s t e r e o t y p e s  a n d  p r o m o t e s  a  m o r e
i n c l u s i v e  a n d  t o l e r a n t  c o m m u n i t y

P r o m o t i n g  I n c l u s i v i t y  a n d  B e l o n g i n g :  A
d i v e r s e  a n d  i n c l u s i v e  s c h o o l
e n v i r o n m e n t  e n s u r e s  t h a t  a l l  s t u d e n t s
f e e l  v a l u e d ,  r e s p e c t e d ,  a n d  i n c l u d e d .
T h i s  s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g  i s  c r u c i a l  f o r
s t u d e n t ' s  e m o t i o n a l  w e l l - b e i n g  a n d
a c a d e m i c  s u c c e s s

E n h a n c i n g  C r e a t i v i t y  a n d  I n n o v a t i o n :
D i v e r s i t y  f o s t e r s  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d
i n n o v a t i o n .  W h e n  i n d i v i d u a l s  f r o m
d i f f e r e n t  b a c k g r o u n d s  c o m e  t o g e t h e r ,
t h e y  b r i n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f  i d e a s ,
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  a p p r o a c h e s  t o
p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g ,  l e a d i n g  t o  m o r e
i n n o v a t i v e  s o l u t i o n s

B u i l d i n g  P o s i t i v e  R e l a t i o n s h i p s :
C e l e b r a t i n g  d i v e r s i t y  h e l p s  s t u d e n t s
b u i l d  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e i r
p e e r s .  I t  f o s t e r s  a  s e n s e  o f  c o m m u n i t y
a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  s t u d e n t s  t o  l e a r n  f r o m
e a c h  o t h e r ,  b u i l d i n g  f r i e n d s h i p s  t h a t
t r a n s c e n d  c u l t u r a l  a n d  s o c i a l
d i f f e r e n c e s

L A Y L A - J A Y N E  E N T W I S T L E  
1 6 . 2



In early December we celebrated DRIVE week. For this DRIVE week we will be celebrating the
value of Respect. 

What have we been doing?

6+ holiday item collection for the food
parcels 

SLT big councils meeting 

Caught you being good - reward for
students respecting the environment - litter
focus

ALT distributing GOLDEN POSTCARDS for
above and beyond respect.

DRIVE WEEK- 
CAPITAL & CULTURE: 
RESPECT & ANTI BULLYING

R e s p e c t  -  

p r i d e  i n  a l l  w e  d o .
c o m p a s s i o n  a n d  c o n c e r n  f o r
o t h e r s .
g r a t i t u d e  f o r  b e n e f i t s  w e
r e c e i v e  a n d  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t
o f  e f f o r t s  o f  o t h e r s
h u m i l i t y  i n  e s t i m a t i n g  o u r
a c h i e v e m e n t s  w i t h i n  r e a s o n a b l e
l i m i t s  a n d  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  a n d
p r a i s i n g  t h e  p o s i t i v e
a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  o t h e r s
a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  d i v e r s i t y
a n d  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s
h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t s ,
s t r e n g t h s  a n d  t a l e n t s ,  a l l  o f
v a l u e ,  a n d  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f
s k i l l s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  o f f e r
t h e  a c a d e m y  a n d  c o m m u n i t y

F o o d  c o l l e c t e d  b y  t h e  s t u d e n t  l e a d e r s h i p  t e a m  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  d o n a t e d  t o
t h e  T r u s s e l l  T r u s t  f o o d b a n k  i n  C o v e n t r y .



W H A T S  H A P P E N I N G  I N
T H E  L I B R A R Y ?

S i d n e y ,  t h e
C h r i s t m a s  E l f  w a s
b a c k  a g a i n  t h i s  y e a r
s e n d i n g  S i d n e y
S t r i n g e r  s t a f f  o n  a
d a i l y  s c a v e n g e r
h u n t .   W e l l  d o n e  t o
a l l  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f
s t a f f  w h o  m a n a g e d
t o  d e c i p h e r  s o m e  o f
h i s  t r i c k i e r  c l u e s  a n d
c l a i m .
T h a t  E l f  i s  n a u g h t y ,
b u t  i t  w o u l d n ’ t  b e
t h e  s a m e  w i t h o u t  h i m
t h i s  f e s t i v e  s e a s o n .

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  A L L
T H E  S T U D E N T S  A N D

S T A F F  W H O
S U P P O R T E D  U S  I N

R E A C H I N G  O U R
T A R G E T  T O  S E L L

£ 4 0 0 . 0 0  W O R T H  O F
B O O K S  D U R I N G  T H E
S C H O L A S T I C  H A L F

P R I C E  B O O K  S A L E  O N
D E C E M B E R  –  E N J O Y
Y O U R  N E W  B O O K S .              

T h a n k  Y o u  t o  t h e  E c o  c l u b ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  j o i n  u s  f o r  ‘ M i n d f u l  M o n d a y s ’
a n d  t o  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  n u r t u r e  g r o u p  f o r  m a k i n g  o u r  l i b r a r y  l o o k  s o  f e s t i v e .
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ENGLAND WOMENS VS
NETHERLANDS WOMEN

UEFA NATIONS LEAGUE AT WEMBLEY
A f t e r  g o i n g  2 - 0  d o w n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f ,  E n g l a n d
b o u n c e d  b a c k  w i t h  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  s e c o n d  h a l f
p e r f o r m a n c e  t o  w i n  t h e  g a m e  3 - 2  t h a n k s  t o  g o a l s
f r o m  G e o r g i a  S t a n w a y ,  L a u r e n  H e m p  a n d  E l l a  T o o n e .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  b a l t i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  i t  w a s  a  r e a l l y
e n j o y a b l e  n i g h t  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s .

O n  W e d n e s d a y  1 3 t h  D e c e m b e r ,
s t u d e n t s  t r a v e l l e d  t o  t h e  B e s c o t
S t a d i u m  i n  W a l s a l l  t o  w a t c h  t h e  C o n t i
C u p  t i e  b e t w e e n  A s t o n  V i l l a  W o m e n
a n d  D u r h a m  W o m e n .  

T h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  t o  a  g o a l
f e s t ,  w i t h  A s t o n  V i l l a  w i n n i n g  t h e
g a m e  c o m f o r t a b l y  w i t h  a  5 - 1  s c o r e l i n e .
T h i s  i n c l u d e d  a  h a t - t r i c k  f r o m  E n g l a n d
s t a r ,  R a c h e l  D a l y !

A f t e r  t h e  g a m e ,  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  l u c k y
e n o u g h  t o  m e e t  K i r s t y  H a n s o n  a n d  M a z
P a c h e c o ,  w h o  b o t h  p l a y  f o r  A s t o n
V i l l a .  

I t  w a s  a  g r e a t  n i g h t !

C O N T I  C U P  T I E

A S T O N  V I L L A
W O M E N  V S  D U R H A M
W O M E N



KS3 DESIGN 
SYSTEMS & CONTROL 

MISS MURPHY’S DESIGN
NEWS
The Year 8 students have designed and
created fantastic functional desk lamps
made from recycled cardboard. All
students have learned how to read
technical drawings and create each part
of the lamp using CAD systems. The
students have explored the benefits of
CAM manufacturing including laser cutting
their lamp parts. All students created a
personal lampshade design and soldiered
their circuit board independently. The
images show the fantastic student work
made in only 5 weeks !

CAD MODEL OF THE LAMP 
MADE BY : HUZAIFAH SHAIKH
 MISS MURPHY’S STAR STUDENTS 

The following students have excellent CAD skills :

Kosai Srihini
Rayan Hossain
Muhammed Saqib
Othman Mwalim
Hamaad Darwish

Work made by : Sarah Hossain, Ahlam Nawaf,Naeem Hussain, Reben Khidher

https://classroom.google.com/c/NjE0NTg5Mjg5MDk4/sp/NDg5NDAwOTUwMzgz/all


MISS MURPHY’S
DESIGN NEWS

Made by Ilham momand 

Made by Suardo Rinkevic

Made by  Bright Addo  

Pendants  made by  Suardo, Ilham & Aqib 

Pendants  made by  Bright, Mariam &
Mus’Ab 

The Year 9/10  product design students
have been working hard to produce their
final pendants made from pewter metal. 

The student's work demonstrates the
engineering process of casting. Casting is
the process of creating a hand-cut mold
and pouring in the molten metal. The
students have used many tools including
hack saws, needle files, and wet and dry
paper to shape and refine their work.
Each pendant has a unique design and
has been handmade by the students.    

GCSE PRODUCT DESIGN 



The Year 9/10 students enjoyed the
architecture walk around Birmingham
City Center to collect primary research
for their architecture project. The
students created fantastic photographs
of the cityscape from the top floor of
the Birmingham library.  

GCSE PRODUCT DESIGN 

BIRMINGHAM DESIGN TRIP 



MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES NEWS

T h i s  t e r m ,  t h e  l a n g u a g e s  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  b a c k  w i t h  m o r e  e x c i t i n g
t h i n g s !  
T h i s  t e r m  w e  h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  o u r  ‘ L a n g l o v i s i o n ’  c o m p e t i t i o n  t o  o u r
y e a r  7  s t u d e n t s ,  a  c o m p e t i t i o n  t h a t  w e  a r e  r u n n i n g  t o  s e e  w h i c h  y e a r  7
c l a s s  h a s  t h e  m o s t  t a l e n t e d  s i n g e r s !  E a c h  c l a s s  p i c k e d  a  c l a s s i c
D i s n e y  s o n g  i n  S p a n i s h  o r  F r e n c h ,  a n d  w o r k e d  h a r d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r
t e a c h e r s ,  t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e  s o n g  a n d  r e c o r d  t h e i r  f i n a l  s u b m i s s i o n  r e a d y
f o r  o u r  j u d g e s .  M i s s  G a r c i a  a n d  M i s s  H a r o ’ s  c l a s s  ( 7 D / S p 1 )  w a s  p i c k e d
a s  t h e  w i n n i n g  c l a s s  b y  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  l e a d e r s h i p  t e a m .  W e l l  d o n e  t o  t h e
c l a s s  f o r  t h e  r e n d i t i o n  o f  ‘ N o  s e  h a b l a  d e  B r u n o ’  a n d  t o  t h e i r  v e r y  o w n
‘ B r u n o ’  f o r  h i s  a m a z i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e !  

O u r  y o u n g e s t  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  t h i s  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  s o m e
e v e n  p i c k e d  a  f e w  l i n e s  t o  s h i n e  i n  t h e i r  s o l o  p e r f o r m a n c e s !  T u r n s  o u t
w e  h a v e  a  s c h o o l  f u l l  o f  t a l e n t !  

S t u d e n t s  a l s o  e n t e r e d  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  c o m p e t i t i o n s  o r g a n i s e d  b y  ‘ R o u t e s
i n t o  L a n g u a g e s ’  a n d  W a r w i c k  U n i v e r s i t y .  F o r  t h e i r  ‘ T e l l  U s  a  S t o r y ’
c o m p e t i t i o n ,  s t u d e n t s  r e a d  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  s t o r i e s  w r i t t e n  b y  U n i v e r s i t y
s t u d e n t s  i n  a  r a n g e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o
d r a w  a  p i c t u r e  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  s t o r y  o r  w r i t e  a  s h o r t  p a r a g r a p h  t o
e x t e n d  t h e  s t o r y .  K a m r a n  M a h m o o d  i n  Y 7  w o n  w i t h  h i s  a m a z i n g  p i c t u r e
a n d  h i s  c l a s s  a t t e n d e d  a n  a s s e m b l y  p r e s e n t e d  b y  W a r w i c k  U n i v e r s i t y ,
i n  w h i c h  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  H i s p a n i c  w o r l d  a n d
C h r i s t m a s  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  S p a i n .  S t u d e n t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  a s k  q u e s t i o n s  t o
O r l a  ( W i d e n i n g  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  O f f i c e r )  a n d  D a n i e l l e  ( F i r s t - y e a r  s t u d e n t
o f  M o d e r n  L a n g u a g e s ) .  

K a m r a n  M a h m o o d ’ s  w i n n i n g  d e s i g n



P u b l i c  H e a l t h :  p a r e n t s / c a r e r s  y o u r  a n s w e r s  t o
t h i s  o r a l  h e a l t h  s u r v e y  w i l l  h e l p  s h a p e  h o w  w e
w o r k  t o  i m p r o v e  c h i l d r e n ' s  o r a l  h e a l t h  a n d
s u p p o r t  g o o d  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e  r o u t i n e s  a s  t h e y
g r o w .

P l e a s e  s c a n  t h e  Q R  c o d e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  t o  f i n d
o u t  m o r e .

M r s  D a n i e l  t o o k  h e r  Y e a r  7  s t u d e n t s  i n t o  t o w n  t o  t a k e  p h o t o g r a p h s
o f  t h e  m a g i c a l  C h r i s t m a s  s c e n e s .  T h e y  a l s o  t o o k  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e
A r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  l e a r n t  a  l o t  a b o u t  C o v e n t r y ' s  H i s t o r y .  S a f f r o n
C h e e s m a n  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  r e a d y  f o r  t h i s  c h a l l e n g e ,  s e e  t h i s  b u d d i n g
p h o t o g r a p h e r  i n  a c t i o n .

Y E A R  7  P H O T O G R A P H Y  T R I P

O u r  Y e a r  8  D e s i g n
c l a s s e s  h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g
a  B i o d i v e r s i t y  P r o j e c t
w i t h  M r s  D a n i e l .  T h e y
h a v e  b e e n  d e s i g n i n g  a n d
m a k i n g  t h e r e  o w n  b u g
h o t e l s .  M o s t  o f  t h e
c l a s s e s  h a v e  b e e n  t o
C o v e n t r y  U n i v e r s i t y ’  E c o
G a r d e n  a s  p a r t  o f  t h i s
p r o j e c t  t o  s e e  t h e  b u g
h o t e l s  a n d  g r e e n e r y
t h e r e .  

Y E A R  8  B I O D I V E R S I T Y
P R O J E C T



ON SAFARI 

W a l k  o n  t h e  w i l d s i d e  

As well as studying the
animals, the students (and
staff) enjoyed time in the
theme park, daring to go
on the scary rides!!! As you
can see Ali and
Mohammed looking very
scared below. Students
have since been using their
photos to draw and paint
from back in the classroom.

In October GCSE Fine art and graphics students visited West
Midlands Safari Park. They are currently On Safari animals as
part of their GCSE project. 

The trip enabled the students to
record and observe the animals
to support their classwork using
photography and drawing. 



TAKE 
TWOTWO

Arts Council Collection – Take Two was
Established in 1946, the Arts Council
Collection stands as the foremost national
loan collection of modern and contemporary
British art. Its mission is to reach a diverse
audience, achieved through extensive long-
term loans to public institutions, facilitating
exhibition loans, organising touring exhibitions,
and digital and print publications. By fostering
widespread access to remarkable artworks,
the Arts Council Collection enriches and
engages communities.
Take Two is a programme which lends art from
the collection to schools. Two artworks are
selected by the chosen school and the pupils .
This project is brilliant for encouraging young
people to engage in art in a meaningful and
involved way. 

Students looking at the work of
Mary Webb and below discussing it

with Lala Thorpe 

Students showing their
collages to Ms.Thorpe

A R T  C O U N C I L



TAKE 
TWOTWO

We currently have two pieces of art on loan from the Art Council,
one being the work of Mary Webb that is on display outside the first
aid room in the school. Students in years 7 and 8 have been looking
at the artwork and responding to it in collage form. 
Lala Thorpe the Learning Curator from the Arts Council Collection,
visited Stringer on 14th December. She met with students in year 7,
who had been critically analyzing and studying the artwork.
Ms.Thorpe was extremely impressed with the level of discussion, the
use of specialist vocabulary, and the questions the students asked
about the artwork. She was also overwhelmed  by the quality of the
work the students had produced and how they had interpreted the
different seasons in symbolic form (examples shown here).

A R T  W O R K  O N  L O A N



L E S S O N S  C O S T  J U S T  £ 1  P E R  L E S S O N ,  S O  £ 1 1  P E R
T E R M ,  W H I C H  I N C L U D E S  FREE  I N S T R U M E N T  H I R E ,

A N D  A R E  A R R A N G E D  D U R I N G  T H E  S C H O O L  D A Y .   I F
Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  Y O U R  C H I L D  T O  H A V E

I N S T R U M E N T A L  L E S S O N S ,  P L E A S E  C O L L E C T  A
L E T T E R  A N D  R E Q U E S T  F O R M  F R O M  T H E  M U S I C

R A N D  D R A M A  O F F I C E  ( 0 0 4 )

WOULD YOUR CHILD LIKE TO LEARN
TO PLAY A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT?

Strings: 
Violin, Viola

Woodwind: 
Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Recorder

Brass: 
Trumpet, Cornet, Trombone

Baritone, Euphonium, Tenor Horn, Tuba

Contemporary: 
Guitar, Bass Guitar, Drumkit

INSTRUMENTAL TUITION

L e a r n i n g  t o  p l a y  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  c a n  b r i n g  r e w a r d s  t h a t  l a s t  a
l i f e t i m e .  A t  S i d n e y  S t r i n g e r  A c a d e m y  w e  a r e  v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  t o

h a v e  a  t e a m  o f  s p e c i a l i s t  P e r i p a t e t i c  I n s t r u m e n t a l  T e a c h e r s
f r o m  C o v e n t r y  M u s i c  ( w w w . c o v e n t r y m u s i c h u b . c o . u k ) ,   w h o

o f f e r  t u i t i o n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s :  



2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4

Sidney Stringer is excited to announce the return of
its successful music project in collaboration with
Positive Choices, Coventry Music, Youth Music, and
West Midlands Police. 

Students will explore sound, music technology, and instruments, culminating
in recording sessions at Coventry University or as video recordings. 

Students are invited to participate in weekly
sessions every Thursday from 3.30 - 4.30pm
in the music department. The project, led
by specialist musicians, offers 20 places on a
first-come-first-served basis.

WHAT YOU WILL DO:

HOW DO I SIGN UP?
Collect a sign up form from the Music
and Drama Office (004), fill it out, get
it signed and return it to 004.

As the school and Coventry Music are funding
the project, we expect regular attendance and
exemplary behavior! We expect students to
behave well, follow the instructions given and
to respect the equipment that they are allowed
to use. If attendance drops below 75%, or if
behaviour is poor, we will give the place to a
student on the waiting list.

BEHAVIOUR WARNING:



PRE-LOVED UNIFORM
Please donate any unwanted uniform items in

good condition. They will then be given to
families within our school community.

We would like:
Blazers, ties, skirts, shirts, jumpers, trousers, PE

kit, shoes and trainers.

You can donate in:
 Mrs Court’s Office 240

Miss Thomas Classroom 157
16+ Area



























THANK YOU FOR 
READING!

We understand that many of you as parents and
carers will be collecting your child by car at the
end of the day. Our car parking space is limited.
For the safety of all children, and as a courtesy to
all, please do not block the exits to the car parks
and allow easy access for disabled parking
access. Thank you for your consideration.

A FINAL 
MESSAGE
FROM US:



H A Z E R A  A L A M  1 6 . 5 5

W I N N I N G  C H R I S T M A S  C A R D  D E S I G N N


